
Do's and Don'ts

Dress Modestly
Please wear shirts that cover shoulders and pants or skirts that cover your 
knees. Shirts with a low neckline are not appropriate. 

Public Bathing: 
Please do not bathe in the nude in public. Women should cover up with a 
sarong when bathing in public.

Photographs 
Please ask before taking close-ups or portraits. Respect those who choose 
not to be photographed.

Gifts 
Please do not give anything to children as this practice encourages 
begging. Also, do not give medicine to anyone but a doctor or nurse.

Body Language
In Laos, your head is 'high' and your feet 'low' - don't gesture with your 
feet, and don't put your feet on furniture.  Also, do not touch someone 
else's head.  Kissing and hugging in public is impolite - please be discrete.

Respect Local Traditions
Please do not touch anything that may be of religious significance, such 
as Buddha statues, altars, and burial grounds. Please take off hats and 
shoes when entering temples. 

Environment
Do not litter on land or in water; take all your garbage with you. Do not 
buy wildlife or wildlife products.

Purchasing Local Crafts
Please support local producers by purchasing newly made quality 
handicrafts. Do not purchase unique items such as antiques or family 
heirlooms that are irreplaceable. 

Drugs 
Please do not do drugs in Laos. Drug tourism does damage and sets a 
very bad example for Lao youth.

The villagers of Ban Hua Don Daeng invite you to stay overnight in 
their community lodge or with local families and enjoy Southern Lao 
hospitality.  The community lodge and village hometays were created 
with the support of the LNTA-ADB Mekong Tourism Development 
Project as an income generating project.

In order to minimize problems in the village and to make your trip 
more enjoyable, advanced booking is recommended. Contact the 
District Tourism Office in Champassak or the Provincial Tourism Office 
in Pakse (+856-031) 212 021 for more information or book in advance 
through a local tour company.

Community Lodge & Homestays 

The Community Lodge on Don Daeng

Playing the 'saw ee' & the 'kaen'

The Community Restaurant

Island Walks & Bicycle Rides

Vat Phou UNESCO World Heritage Sites

Community Lodging

DON DAENG ISLANDDON DAENG ISLAND
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Included in your stay is a 
family-style meal of Lao 
cuisine prepared and 
hosted by the villagers. 
Food typically includes 
fresh Mekong fish and 
locally grown organic 
vegetables. Vegetarian food 
is also available. Please 
order your food a couple 
hours in advance.  

 

The community lodge has 
2 common rooms each 
sleeping 5 people. 
Mattresses, pillows, 
blankets and mosquito 
nets are available. The 
lodge has two common 
bathrooms and a 
common dining area.

You can also stay with local 
families. Families can 
accommodate 2-4 people 
per household Sleeping is 
arranged in a common 
room. Homestay families 
have a common bathroom 
and provide boiled drinking 
water and sleeping 
equipment including 
mosquito nets.

 



View from the island's sandy beaches

Monks on their daily alms round

Riding bicycles with a local guide

Local girl making kao lum

Ancient Stupa 

Tomo Temple

Don Daeng Island Map

 

Don Daeng Island

Day 1 - Visit Vat Phou Temple Complex in the morning and have lunch in 
Champassak District. In the mid-afternoon, cross the Mekong River to Don 
Daeng. Stay overnight in the 
community lodge or with 
homestay families. 
Day 2 - In the morning, tour the 
island with a local guide or visit 
Tomo Temple by boat. Return to 
Pakse or travel south to the 4,000 
Islands. 

For an English-speaking guide visit 
the Tourism Office in Pakse or 
Champassak or contact a local tour 
company.

Day 1 - Arrive at Don Daeng in the morning. Take a locally guided tour of the 
island. Stay overnight in the community lodge or with homestay families. 
Day 2 - After breakfast in the 
village, visit Tomo Temple by boat 
with village guides. After 
returning for lunch in the village, 
cross the Mekong River to 
Champassak District and visit Vat 
Phou Temple Complex. Stay 
overnight in Champassak or 
return for a second night on Don 
Daeng. 

Don Daeng is an ideal location for walks and bicycle rides. A country path 
can be followed around the island, which is shaded by a variety of trees. 
Along the way stop and enjoy the sweet taste of coconut or sugar cane 
juice and eat the fresh fruits that the island is famous for. Other sites along 
your walk or ride include 
traditional Buddhist temples, an 
ancient forest stupa, basket 
weaving villages and a 
protected community forest. 
Local guides and bicycles are 
available in Hua Don Daeng 
Village at the community lodge.

 

Cultural Heritage Sites

Tomo Temple

Walking & Biking Around Don Daeng

Suggested Itineraries

Itinerary #2: 

Itinerary #1: 
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This peaceful island is located inside the Vat Phou-Champassak 
Heritage Landscape, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The island is 
located across the Mekong River from Champassak District and 
offers alternative activities and community accommodation. Enjoy 
Don Daeng's tranquil 
environment and sandy 
beaches; visit its pre-
Angkorian ruins; stay 
overnight in the 
community lodge or with 
local families; and learn 
about traditional 
livelihoods such as basket 
weaving, fishing and rice 
farming. 

The Don Daeng area has a rich heritage of culturally important 
sites, including an ancient brick stupa and collection of stone 
Buddha images located in 
the center of the island, 
and the ruins of Tomo 
Temple located just 
across the river. Also are 
the Bhuddist temlples 
located in the villages 
around the island. Tours 
to these sites can be 
arranged by village 
guides and booked at the 
community lodge.

This monument complex is said to have been originally built as 
early as 7th - 8th centuries AD and later rebuilt in the 11th-12th 
centuries at the same 
time as the construction 
of Vat Phou. The temple is 
considered to be the 
female counterpart to the 
Temple of Shiva at Vat 
Phou, as an inscription 
indicates that it was 
dedicated to Rudrani, the 
shakti of Shiva (Rudra). 
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Ban Had Hai

Ban Kone Noy

Ban Dan Thip

Ban Pak Touay

Ban Tan Peow

Ban Peuay Lao

Community Forest

Rice Fields

Community Lodge

Rice Fields

Ban Si Chantho

Ban Noy

Ban Hua Don Daeng

Ancient Stupa

 

Ban Si Moungkhoun

Ban Boung Kham

Ban Xieng Vang

Ban Si Souk

Vat Phou Temple Complex

Ancient City

Visitor Information 
Center

Ban Bang Sai

Champassak

Tomo Temple

Getting to Don Daeng: From Pakse drive south on Route 13 and turn right at Km 30. 
Follow the road to Ban Mouang, from where you can hire a boat across the Mekong 
River to Don Daeng. If you are already in Champassak District, go to the Visitor 
Information Center to arrange for a boat across to the island. Advance booking for the 
community lodge is recommended. Visit the Tourism Office in Pakse or Champassak for 
more information.

 

Ban Mouang

village

community lodge

temple

rice fields

tourist information center

boats available

boat route

dirt path

difficult dirt path

paved road
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